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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 1st SEPTEMBER 2025

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Adrian Parsons

In attendance
No members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies: Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman, Councillor Steve Sandercock, Councillor Courtney Walters. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None.  
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
One member of the public was in attendance and wanted to make comment on item 8.3.
Resolved that the Council would allow the member of the public to speak at item 8.3 as she was happy to wait.  

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 4th August 2025 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr C. Dennis and seconded by Cllr L. Fishleigh with all Councillors in favour that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 4th August 2025 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
One Councillor stated that the drains were blocked on the road leading from Coads Green down to Penhole as you pass Oakfield houses.  Another Councillor commented that drains are also blocked in Bathpool at Chapel Hill.  
Resolved that the clerk would report both areas to Highways.  

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA25/04903 - Proposal Listed Building Consent for the replacement of front windows and fascia boards - 1 Church View, Glubhole Lane, North Hill – comments submitted on the 11th August following consultation with Parish Council to state that the application is supported, no site visit needed as this is maintenance to a listed building.
Resolved that there was no objection to the application.    
6.2      To note for information - PA25/02956 - 3 Mill Lane, Bathpool, PL15 7NW - Proposal Demolition of attached existing extension and reconstruction to form two storey extension and associated alterations – approved.  This was noted for information. 
6.3      To note for information - PA25/05450 - Moorview, Unit 1, Coads Green, Launceston, PL15 7LY, Prior approval for change of use from Use Class E to single dwellinghouse (Use Class C3).  This was noted for information.
6.4      To note for information – PA25/00348 - Land South East Of Moorfoot Mill Lane, Bathpool  - Proposal for permission in Principle for the construction of up to 1 dwellings – withdrawn.  This was noted for information.
6.5      To note for information - PA25/04372 The Bull Pen, Tolcarne Road, North Hill, PL15 7PE - Proposal Change of use from redundant agricultural barn to dwelling - approved.  This was noted for information.
6.6      PA25/05398 – Lanoy Farmhouse, Lanoy Road, Coads Green - Conversion of barn to annexe and/or holiday let unit – A site visit was completed on the 28th August 2025 and views were shared at the meeting.  
Resolved that there was no objection to the application.  
6.7      PA25/05890 – Lynher Cottage, Middlewood, North Hill - Proposed first-floor extension (revised scheme to that approved under PA19/00288) – No site visit was needed - it was a first floor extension on top of an existing ground floor extension and the drawings gave enough information to formulate a decision.
Resolved that there was no objection to the application.
   
7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None.

8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To accept the annual Local Government Pay agreement for 2025-26 from 1st April 2025 increased from £14.60 to £15.06 at scp 13 and consider any potential increase in scp at a further 25p per hour for length of service dependent upon appraisal outcome:
Resolved that the National Joint Council for Local government services pay award 2025/26 of an additional 46pence per hour was agreed, backdated to 1st April 2025.  
The clerk was then asked to leave the room and discussion took place regarding any increase in performance related pay.  The clerk was then asked to return to the room.
Resolved that the clerk be awarded a further 25pence per hour and moved from Spinal Point Column 13 to 14.  
  
8.2         To consider / review emergency planning procedures following update from one Councillor:
Councillor R. Hudson reported that he has now incorporated both Coads Green Village Hall and North Hill Village Hall into the plan.  Both halls were already listed as emergency venues by Cornwall Council.  Debate took place as to the best way to include the more vulnerable members of the parish to ensure they continued to have access to services.  Cllr R. Hudson confirmed that the draft emergency plan was primarily for incidents that could be prolonged such as bad weather or loss of power.  There were already nationwide and more locally, Cornwall Council and emergency services that had extensive procedures in place.  Primarily, the focus was upon ensuring vulnerable residents were identified and this could only be achieved by being neighbourly and caring for those around us all.   
Resolved that the draft emergency plan would continue to be listed on the agenda and the Chairman would check on the level of reserve salt available to top up local salt bins for the winter if needed.  
8.3         To consider any next steps in relation to a complaint received regarding a greenhouse recently situated at Bathpool.  Councillors were to obtain further information:   
No further information had been received by the Council however the owner of the greenhouse was present at the meeting.  The Chairman invited her to speak.  The member of the public gave more detail in relation to the greenhouse stating that it was not on a concrete base, there was a concrete plinth around it, it was under four meters high and gave the measurements of it.  It was in full view of the highway however she was not aware that any planning permission was needed for this structure.  She further detailed that due to the location of the property, wherever the greenhouse was situated, it would be visible from the road.  Finally, she stated that she has had positive comments about it, nobody had complained.  Debate took place in relation to it being within the height and size required to not need planning permission and it was agreed that there was nothing they could identify to warrant a valid referral to planning enforcement.  The Parish Council considered it had insufficient information to consider this anonymous complaint as it was unclear why the issue had been raised or who it was likely to affect.
Resolved that the complainant be informed by one Councillor that the Parish Council had no reason to refer the greenhouse to planning enforcement and if the complainant wanted to proceed, they should contact planning directly.  
8.4         To resolve / confirm details of the laying of the Wreath for Remembrance Day.
The clerk advised that she had been informed that the usual supplier for the Wreath had stated last year they may no longer be distributing the Wreaths.  
Resolved that the clerk would contact the distributor to confirm and if needed, would seek a Wreath elsewhere.  The clerk would contact the PCSO to ensure she was available for the 9th November at 3.00pm for traffic management.  The clerk would speak with one member of the public in relation to laying the Wreath and speaking and Mr Brian Davis would be asked to do the service.  The Chairman would arrange for the cleaning of the memorial the day before.  
8.5         To consider / accept Kompan quote for inspections of the play area for 2025-26:
Considerable debate took place as to how often the insurance company required checks to be completed on the play area.  ROSPA always did an annual check and issues were reported when identified by members of the public.  The clerk detailed that the insurance company did not clarify any particular time span between checks and from brief investigation, all Councils appeared to have different views.  A potential rota for Councillors to complete visual checks was explored however it was concluded that this was not always practical and was difficult to manage. 
Resolved that the clerk contact Kompan and agreed to the quote for three checks for 2025/26 to take place in January, August and November at a total cost of £398.91.  The clerk contact the insurance company to confirm that the car park is insured as North Hill Village Hall were no longer insuring it.  The clerk update / implement a volunteer policy to ensure that if any members of the park do a visual check, they are insured appropriately.     
8.6         To accept feedback in relation to the roll out of the 20 mph speed limit in the North Hill Parish following a meeting being held on the 19th August 2025 and submit any feedback as requested:
North Hill Parish Council were in full agreement with the plans for a 20mph roll out.  They expressed concerns regarding how this was going to be policed and the costs involved however overall, totally agreed with the principle.   Anything that would slow down the traffic and lead to a cultural change they would be extremely grateful for.     
Resolved that the clerk respond to the email with the above comments.  
8.7        To consider / resolve whether to apply for an enhanced Local Maintenance Partnership Grant for works to footpaths for surfacing & drainage, access furniture, vegetation / scrub clearance & signage:
The clerk reported that Cornwall’s LMP have offered an additional grant available for up to £1,500 for improvements to the footpaths.  The grants would be available to the first twenty applications which must include at least one quote and list of works to be completed.  Discussion was held regarding what works could be identified and it was agreed that there were two footpath bridges that were both badly in need of repair.  One Councillor would take a picture of the other footpath and forward to the clerk.  The clerk already had a picture of the first footbridge.    
Resolved that the clerk would obtain the quotes and apply for the grant as soon as possible.      
8.8        To note for information the clerk has completed a survey with NALC/ACRE as requested regarding enhancement of flood resilience:
This was noted for information.  
8.9        To consider / resolve any response to the email from Planning regarding North Hill Parish Council supporting a motion of no confidence in C.C. planning departments:
The clerk shared the email which was debated. 
Resolved that the clerk respond to the state North Hill Parish Council supported a vote of no confidence due to a long standing general consensus that the Council’s views and recommendations are rarely taken into consideration during decision making.  There was also a recent incident of myself requesting further information prior to a decision being made with no further information being received.  
8.10      To consider / resolve action as a result of the Kompan check received on the 20th August stating that the steps rail has been identified as a low / medium risk:
Resolved that this item would be deferred to the next meeting and a shackle on the swing which looked warn would also be added.     
8.11      To consider / resolve any actions following a complaint from a member of the public of dog poo being left in Bathpool:
It was felt that although there are three dog poo bins in Bathpool, over the past twelve months incidents of dog poo not being picked up had escalated.  How to address this was considered but unless CCTV is fitted, it is rarely possible to obtain evidence.  It was agreed that much of the problem took place on the footpath leading out of the village on 528/15/1.
Resolved that the clerk would purchase six “no fouling” signs and mount them on posts running up along the lane.  

One member of the public left the room.
    
8.12      To note for information the clerk has reported excessive amounts of Ragwart growing in the North Hill Parish and Hemlock at Berrio Bridge and Middlewood river to environmental health at Cornwall Council and awaits a response:
The clerk confirmed that this had been reported with no response to date.  
8.13      To resolve if any Councillors want to undertake training:
The clerk shared details of training events available.  
Resolved that Cllr C. Dennis would like to attend Introduction to Planning on the 30th September and the clerk would attend Planning Enforcement and Appeals on the 25th November 2025.  Both would write a brief report to share with the meeting.  
 
9.          TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
No updates to share.  The granite posts are ordered. 

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for August 2025 and to receive August 2025 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard August, dd)
ii) £673.40 (Lena Batten, August, salary)
iii) £137.13 (Lena Batten, August tax and National Insurance)
iv) £43.64 (room rent)
v) £720.00 (granite posts with fixings)
vi) £128.47 (Kompan quarterly play area check)
vii) £950.00 (footpath cutting for 2024-25)
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr D. Daniells and seconded Cllr R. Hudson with all in favour.
10.2    Receipts:  
None.
10.3   To receive August 2025 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 31st July 2025 £13,106.52.  Due to bank delay in payments the bank statement did not include salary of £673.40, Room rent of £43.64 and HMRC £137.13.  When salary, Room rent and HMRC are included in total, it balances bank statement at £13,960.69. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr C. Dennis and seconded Cllr R. Hudson as correct and the Chairman signed the bank statement.  
  
11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for August 2025 proposed Cllr C. Dennis and seconded by Cllr R. Hudson with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall had previously confirmed over email that 44.8% of the annual budget was currently expended which was on target for the time of year.   

12.    To review monthly RAG:
12.1 The Monthly RAG sheet was sent to Councillors for information:
i) Highways contacted regarding dangerous parking on the North Hill Village Hall junction – No update has been received from Highways.  To remain on the RAG.  
ii) North Hill Village Hall Car park – Statement of Truth and accompanying map was shared at the July meeting and agreed.  This was returned to the solicitor who corrected one error.  Statement of Truth was signed and agreed at the August meeting and would now be returned to forward to Land Registry.  The solicitor will emphasize the urgency as there is currently a significant backlog at Land Registry however cannot ensure that this would speed up the process.  The clerk clarified that she would contact the Insurance company as a matter of urgency to confirm the car park was insured as the Village Hall were no longer insuring it.  To remain on the RAG.  

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Cllr A. Parsons sent a report which stated that he welcomed the announcement from the Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust that the Minor Injury Unit (MIU) in Launceston would reopen in early September. This was a vital resource for the rural community, and he fully appreciated its importance.
Looking ahead, Cllr A. Parsons felt it was essential to work together to strengthen partnerships and lay the foundations for a new Integrated Minor Injury and Illness Service in Launceston. This would better help meet the needs of our residents by providing quicker and more accessible care closer to home. It was hoped this approach would help ensure the long-term retention of healthcare provision in the town for years to come. Please find the Trusts press release below with new opening times
Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust was pleased to confirm that the minor injury unit in Launceston would reopen at 8am on 2 September.
The service would operate 8am to 5pm, Monday to Fridays until 12 September. In this period x-rays would be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 9am and 5pm.
From Sunday 14 September, the unit would return to 6-day a week opening, offering support to local residents from 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday. X-ray would be available from 9am to 5pm Monday to Saturday.
The announcement comes after the Trust communicated the need to close over summer. The Trust had been working hard over the last few weeks to find a solution to allow it to safely reopen the unit.
Dr Tamsyn Anderson, Chief Operating Officer said, “Firstly I would like to thank people for their support and patience over the last few weeks. I am pleased we can return the service to the town. Initially we will offer a 5 day a week offer, with slightly shorter opening hours, but will quickly be back to a 6-day a week service with full x-ray support,
“Meanwhile, we will continue our work with the Integrated Care Board and other providers to develop a resilient neighbourhood minor illness and injury service.”
The Trust would post regular updates on its website and social media to ensure residents are aware of the reopening.
Live waiting and opening times can be checked on the Trust’s website.
Anyone who has a minor injury or is not sure what NHS service they need should go to NHS 111 online to use the symptom checker or call NHS 111 before they travel to a unit. The service is free to call and available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. NHS 111 can call an ambulance if needed.
People should always call 999 for life or limb threatening emergencies.
 
20 mph roll out
Hopefully you have all seen the information regarding the 20 mph roll out for Coads Green and North Hill and hope you can feed your comments into the system

Plusha
Along with Peter Allen of the safer Plusha action group we met our MP to update him with what we were doing at our end with getting plans/business case worked up and to find out what he was doing to lobby National Highways and the DFT, again from his side there was nothing new.

A388
Following the most recent tragic fatal accident along the A388, I have a meeting with our Highways officials to again review what’s being done to improve road safety and push for further improvements and speed reductions along certain sections, where there is resistance to do so.

Finally, Cornwall Council have called for nation status so that decisions about local services and investment in Cornwall’s economy are made here in Cornwall, closer to the people they affect most.  It would mean Cornwall had more control over housing, transport, and the economy, with decisions taken locally rather than hundreds of miles away.  An independent petition is now open online for those interested.

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
Hedge trimming on the highways. 

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 6th October 2025 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.18pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

